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NANSEN *IN GREENLAND.

WORK AND PLAY OF THE ESQUIMAUX.

Translated

0 LIFE. By Fridtjof Nansen.
B il ~Archer. | \Clih Hiustrations. P,

xvl, 300, Longmans, Green & Co.
This fa-

“Manners, none; customs, nasty.”
mous laconic essay of the old gea-dog who was
asked to read hefore a certain learned soclety
a description of the practices of a savage tribe
with which he was familiar has been the epjt-
ome of too many unsympathetic  studies  of
human life cutglde the pale of efvilization, 1t
{8 needless to say that if Dr. Nansen errs at
all, he errs on the other side of the account.
He is®oo ready to credit every vice of the
Esquimaux to the influence of Europeans.
Given a more complaisant thermometer, and

his description of life among the natives in
Greenland might pass for idyllie.
Not but that the evil communications of

clvilization huve affected the good manners of
these simple fisher-folk of the far North, One
of the obvious Instruments of harm has been
the seductive coffee-pat. There are those who
say that this daily beverage of millions is only
harmlegs in the Torrld Zone, and that it ie
slow polson anywhere above the Tropie af
Cancer. One thing 8 sure—the Esquimiux,
long before the medical practitioners of clvilized
countries discovered the fact, had found out
that the excesslve use of coffee Injuriously af-
focted the nerves and gangla of equilibrium,
Of course they knew nothing of nerves or gin-
glla. What they observed was the practical
fact that the persistent deinking of two large
bowls of strong coffee every morning sooner or

* later made it fmpossible for them to balance

10 sfy
For

thelr narrow kavaks In a calm sea,

nothing of managing them In a tempest.
that reason, at least in some communities, cof-
fee was forbidden to the vouth, though older
men continued to indulge a hablit which they
felt was hurtful to them, It may eem a curious
fact that the Esquimaux should so soon have
fixed upon the particular loan from  cive
flization which was doing them unusual harm.
But thelr acuteness will not seem g0 Strange
when it ig remembered that the lvelihood of
these people depends, to a very large degree, on
the skill with which they can keep thelr
balance in a boat in which not one civillzed man
out of millions could keep himself afloat. Just
as a Buropean or an American has his coat
cut and made to fit him, g0 the Esquimau has
his kayak made according to hiz size. The
length does not usually vary much, belng about
elghteen feet: nor the heam—for few men over
eighteen inches in breadth woull be seaworthy
in a canve, But the depth which must be ac-
commodated to the oarsman’'s figure varies con-
siderably, and the hole at which he enters his
frall craft fits him like the finger of a glove
It Is fitted with a narrow flange, to which he
binds what may here be called his topeoat
Thus he and his boat together make what is
practically a watertight flonting machine Bt
that machine is more unsteady than an empty
barrel; and, as Dr, Nansen says, in M. Archer's
translation, It will readily be understood that
it is not easy to sit in a vessel ke a kayvak
without capsizing, and that it needs a good deal
nf;pracllm to master its peculiarities, 1 have
seen a friend of mine in Norway, on making his
first experiment in my kavak, capsize four times
in the space of two minutes; no gooner haid we
got him up on even keel and let him go thun
he stood on his head, with the bottom of the
kdydk In the alr.” Then the author adds a ve-
lnm.:k"'whlch jllustrates In a specific way the
strongest argument he presents in behall of
his simple-minded Northern friends: “But whon
one has acquired by practlee a mastery of the
wayak and of the two-bladed paddle, one can
get through the water in all sorts of weather
at an astonishing speed,  The kayak
yond comparison the best boat for a single
oarsman ever Invented.”

It is the marvellous resourcefulnesz and In-
ventive skill of these men of the far north
which Dr. Nansen is never weary of pralsing;
and it i hers he mests with almost angry
contempt the assertion that civilizuton has m
up for some of the Injury It has done savage
yaces by giving them better Implements for
gaining their livelihood. He declares that fire-
arms have been a positive injury to the Green-
landers as hunters, They were, indeed, enabled
to slaughter the creatures upin which they
subsisted more rapidly, But the result was just
such wasteful butchery as cnused the buffalo
to vanish from the prairies of the United States,
It went so far, says Dr. Nansen, “that on the
narrow strip of naked, broken eountry which
stretches along the west coast, no fewer than
16,000 reindesr were killed every year, only the
skin, as a rule, being taken and sald to Eure-
peans, while the flesh was left behind to rot,
Of course this led to the almost total extermi-
nation of the animals, and hunting almost
entirely ceased, because, as It was explained,
‘the reindeer had left the const. Whit hap-
pened in the case of the reindeer f# also about
to happen with the seal. Thils wary animal Is
!‘rl’hteneﬂ by the crack of the rifle. On the
other hand, use of the rifle haz lessencd the
dexterity of huaters with the harpoon The
final difficulty, worst of all, is that while the
slaughter of geals with the ritle I8 much greater
than it was with the native weapons, vast
numbers of the carcasses are lost, a4 thing that
almost never happencd In old times. The sho -
gun has proved of the same murderous efficacy
with birds as the rifle has with larger goeme.
Thus, tempted By the @ ppliances of clvillzation,
the Esquiman wasthme hig means of lfe, As
things were a fow years ago he was ahble tn
procure the subsistence neoded by himsel! and
those dependent on him without diminishing
the supply of land and sea food which forms
bis only dependence.  In those days he only
drew the interest on his capltal; now he 18 de-
stroying the principal just as fast as he can
load and fire his gun.

Meanwhile the Greenlander Is rapidly losing
not only the game which he lived upon but the
skins of which he used to make his clathes and
kis boats. The making of the women's boats,
B0 prominent in every story of Arctic travel, has
almost ceased.  With the disappearance of
these end forsver those periodical migrations
which were and are indispensabio to the exist-
ence of the race.  Shivering In his European
rags, the wretched natlve must starve ashare
In places where with warm furs, bols and ar-
rows, harpiond and lances, and buoyant kayaks,
his ancestors lived in comfort and abundance,
Dr. Nansen looks forward gloomily to the not
far distant time when there will bs no Green-
landers In Greenland. He contrasts the picture
of the Esquimau as he Is under forelgn tutor-
ship and domination with the Esquimau as he
once was—as he still Is In rare cases—|ndepend-
ent, inventive, alert and ever meditating upon
some improvement In the make or the use of
the weapons upon which his subsistence de-
pended. He illustrates these points by de-
scribing the evolution as he observed it of that
most characteristic Esquimau weupon, the joint-
o4 harpoon. The primitive weapon, he thinks
‘was carried over from the North Amurican maln:
1a8id, and it is still ta be found among the Esqui-
maux of Southwestern Alaska. It wassimply the
In@lan dart with steering faathefs. On the coast
of Greenland. or on the coast of the mainland
opposite, the wandering tribesmen were con-
fronted by the fact that they must conquer
the seal or starve. How many clans starved
while the fittest survived can only be jm-
agjned. But the Ineflicient dart with steering
festhers gradually became a javelln, to which

fastened a bladder filled with alr. 1If the
hunter missed his quarry he could at least re-
/his weapon. If he fortunately hit a secal,
" r impeded the wounded creature's
ments in diving and swimming. But the
Tv'd the javelin was frequently broken by
(]
i
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the seal's violent efforts to save itself, and to
meet this difficulty the barb was so contrived
that it casily came loose from the shaft. A
thong fastened to the barb as well as to the
handle made the latter with fts Inflated ap-
pendix still more useful in cbstructing the mo-
tions of the seal and In bringing it to weari-
ness and despair. “The bladder s made of a
sea gull's or cormorant's gullet, Inflated and
dried. 1t is fastenad to the javelin shaft by means
of a plece of bone, with a hole bored through it
for the purpose of blowing up the bladder.
This hole I8 closed with a little wooden plug.”
The gize of this flonting apparatus was gradu-
ally increased, Then ft was found that the
javelin could not be easily thrown. So the
bladder was simply attached to a long line, made
from the skin of a particular seal, the Phoca
harbata. The line ftself was fastened to the
point of the harpoon, but not to the shaft.
The latter wng made much longer and heavier.
After the seal was struck, the handle floated
away, 1o be picked up at lelsure, but the lne
and the buwyvant float made It possible to keep
trace of the wounded sealwhich was sure to
be killed at last, *“Thig harpoon,'' says Dr
Nangen, “with all {ts ingenulty of structure,
ranks, along with the kaynk, as the highest
achiovement of the Eskimo mimd"”

The author finds in the evolution of the
kavak a swriking instance of the cleverness
with which the human animal overcomes sd-

verse elreumstances, He tried to imagine the
whole course of the mute, desperate strugele of
the Esquimaox with nature, Ile pletured to
himself how they pressed, stage hy stage, in
thelr dog sledges and  thelr  wonderful  skin
cunoes along the barren ace-consts, how they
feught thelr way onward, and Httle by 1it
perfected thelr fngenlous implements, and at-
tained thelr masterly skill in the chass “Hun-
dreds, nay, thousands, of yvears passel, tribe
after tribe suscumbed, while other amd stranger
stiwks survived—and 1 was filled with admira-
tion for a peopic which had emerged victorious
from the strugele with such inhospituble natural
surroundings.”  Such is hig general view of
Esquiman progress, But he conjectures that
the race originated In some Inland reglon. Thus
the first place bark

they may have used in
CANOES, lut forced, perhaps by other races, to
migrate, they found neither bark nor  wood

wlong the const, and g0 were obliged, like many
Indlan tribes, 1o use skins, But thelr material
was scant, and so they must make their boats
as small ag possible,  Then when they tried
the breakers of the copst, they saw thit their
boats must not merely float, but that they must
Liie .'n!r‘r tight by means of a deck, to which

thelr own outer clothing could be hound  With
these additions the kavak was complets “But
even these juventions, which sgeem 80 simple

and straightforwurd, now that we ase them pors
ferted—what huge strides of progr®s must they
not have meant in their day, and how much
labor and how many fallures must they not
have cost!™

To follow Dr. Naneen into all the details of
hiz Investigation as to the past and present
e of the Esguimaus l= impossible. Enough

has been satd to show that he holde a brlef for |

straple-minded friends of the North He
grante nothing, not even that the Introdnetion
of Christlanity was a boon to the race  On thie
point he asserts that morally the Esquimaon was
better in the ponst than he dg now, and that he
i better anvhow than most Buropsans; and he
ndds that the dogmas of Christianity remain
atill as Imeomprehensible 1o the Esquimanus as
they were when  flrst propounded. But  his
rather elaborate sgsay on the origin of religlon,
with all the customary verblage about shinlows
and  ancestar  worship and  fetichism, really
seoms rather stale. As to folk-lore, the Doctor
i @ gtrenuous advoecate of the opinlon that a
Esquimau legends are loans from

hi=

Ereat many
Senndi i, more or less contaminated with
native idess.  The book = readable and is
coplousty Hlustrated,

FREEMAN AS A TRAVELLER.

THE HISTORTAN IN GREECH AND ITALY.

- °
STUDIES OF TRAVEL GREECE By Flwird
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Freeman Putnam's

Many hooks of travel ruther of
the traveller's moods than of his abservations
If a man's thoughts gather round his dinner like
sixpenny nails around a horseshos magnet, the
reader will be treated to a series of bills of
fare interspersed with such lterature as the
diner may be capible of producing.  One may
vary this illustration as he Hkes; it i= a fact that
many books of travel ave vastly better material
for students in psychology than they wre for
the devoteos of any other grt or  gcienee,
Bomething of this king Is trie of these posthu-
mous notes of the historian Freeman, They are
an important contributlon to the study of a
mind worthy of the mest careful analysis  On
the other hand, 1t would be o mistake to think
that Freeman wasg wholly absorbed in himself,
He was all evexs and caras on a Journey, but what
he saw and what he heard came somehow
very much in the line of his Hfelong labors,
Of himself he varely thinks, if one can juige
from the fact that he almost never speaks of
himself or of his companlons. The contiast be-
tween him and another famous traveller in
this matier of self-ahsorption. as against atten-
tion to outward things= |= hrought out very
distizetly in thedr method of describing what was
practically the same Journey.  The fact that
Freeman and the othes traveller mentioned are
separated by a perlod  of  near two thonsand
vears helps to make the contrust vivid, Hor-
ace's poetleal history ot s Journey to Hrund-
Isium 8 a model of that sort of writing in
whick the author Is vastly move than all he
sees, His slightest midshaps ~for example, the
fact that he loathes the wiater he has to drink
—agsume importance, in view of the point that
it is Horace wha ig deseribing his own Teslings.
When he has to put olntment on his weak eyes
the proceeding is to hin: as Important a8 o meet-
ing on affairs of state hetween  Maecenas
Cocevlun At all events, ht hrackets the
feeurrences fogether, The frogs and gnnts that
disturh hiz slumber, and the lean blrds that
comme near belng burned on n spit, ave of more
interest to him than the publie incidents of ghe
tour or the towns that he visited, Forog leeyv-
Ity that absclutely leaves out everything which
might be of Intepest aboul & town famous be-
fore Horace's thme and after, commend us to
his cloging line, in which he names Rrundisiom
and adds only that there hls Journey and his
writing material both ended at onee,

Freeman had his eye upon Horsee all the
way In his “lter ad Brundisium,” and yet he
never thinks of mentioning any of his own
personal  digedmforts, nor does he allide 1o
those which Horace mourns1 over. He picks
out only the scrapg of renl Information vouch-
safed by the Augustan poet, and thege he sup-
plements from hlg own observations or from
those recorded by others. If he Is humorous it is
not upon the contemplation of his own pecu-
Haritles or of what has happened to himself, but
upon a toplec germane to the antiquities that
rise before his eyes. And he Is not without a
glimpse of something worth a smile. “And at
one point in Ferentino," says he, “not far
from the Porta Magglors, it will be well to go
down the hill a lttle to study the long in-
seription cut In the rock In honor of a local
worthy and magistrate, Aulus Quinctilius by
name, who seems to have played much the
same part at Ferentinum in pagan day# which
Skt WiHllam Harpur played ages later at Hed-
ford. He founded everything that, according
to the notions of his day, could be founded,
Among other things h: ordained that thirty
bushels of nuts ghould be vearly given 1o be
scrambled for by the boys of ' Ferentinum, with-
:;ﬂt:il:ﬂ;:‘;:'uuu ::ubund or free. Now, 18 the will
v HHatie Chlﬂ?d: carrfed out? Are there
Siins: iaetord a:i lI'Jrnll'llmlnnﬁrl- to laok into
Shats gita (‘;r ’; hn sce that the boys get
e s ilulun;lnce-_t € scrambling for nuts be

yet many well-remembered

and
twa

| Lombard prineces,

| Popes,

scraps of Latin plead on Its behalf—will they
devise a scheme for the better employment of
the funds? ©Or, has the benefaction of the be-
nevolent  Quinctilius, llke some henefactions
nearer home, been lost altogether? . . ., We
will not hint at thelr having been alienated by
Gothe or Vandals, by East-Roman exarchs, or
*an we trust the really dan-
gerous characters in these parts of the waorld,
Popes' nephews, Roman princes  and
Roman cardinals, who pull down bulldings and
steal thelr columns to make thelr own palaces
and vilas? Perhaps some of them may have
swallowed up the funds which should go in nuts
to the boys of Ferentinum.™

The historian reveals his own native tralts
and habits of study, as it were, nnoonsclonsly,
Everywhere it I8 as a historian that he looks
at things. Pletures and buildings are not viewed
as works of art; they are considered for the
Heht they east on the progress of enlture
With & little care and labor one might eull

! from the pages of these two small volumes g
| sertea of paragraphs which would embody when

i
1

| lurm above all things polnts to Tiryns'

| ‘architectures.

tions, He studies the vacant site of Vell with
minute attention, in order to show how that |
Etrusean stronghold must o the nature of |
things hiave fallen a prey Do the oman power,
And he puts his concluston In a Hne or two
Anothar ofs Freeman's nmost fmiportant char-
acteriatics - his fondefov ta it LR
hibited hers and th in these vilume 1.
iga In the gquestlon of the coanpitative anti
quity of Oxford Clty and Oxfond Unlversity ‘1
order 1o give & great English newspapor a vi
Mt rap, Ad n travellor in Greeoe | had O
quent oceagion (o mention Mre Mahaf T gl
he certainly has yespect for the riblin profe
sor's learnine, he has absolutely none for b
hstorteal Insight,  The result s that |
| uttera 4 word of prajee without instantly qguall
fying It. Thus In speaking of the geographlonl
harrier betws Athens and FEleusls, he 1+
marks: “This s b v it by M
Muahaffy: it ¥s the kiml \ ul
Mihaffy, so unlucks an ‘
able to take In ns nny n T
Ing some of the prog . 1 whs
the  peagraphioal  separation hetes ] K
statew, B erabiiters ths aibment 1 Lt
thetie refervnee Mr. Mahuf v '
ally arriy Nt Hntrostw ¥
things which ) b suftlolent 1 1
f the iltern i hard
his t 4 t i 3 I
in these yolumes  Huot o WP i
terest g, wevertheless, and It 4 20 To say
this coame that ths ot L PO f Ih
Anthor's  pey v W eaditedd th
historian's danghter, Florenoe Froeman,  Gne of
the [Hustrations is o portradt of Fresman, in
which he fs flgured with a ergs head and ar
ample beard,
D T —

placed together a respectable, though perhaps
somewhat fragmentary, higtory of the arch in
Greece anid Ialy For he will be able to do, at
teast partlally, what Freeman himself, pazing
at the openinga in the walla of Tiryns, saw tn
be indispensable. “There I8, moreover, one as-
peet of Tiryns which will give It a spectal in-
terest to any one who has already seen soma-
thing of the primitive cities of Italy, but to
whom Tiryns itself is his first introduction to
e who has

the primitive cities of Greeos,
vialted Faesulse and Thasculum, he who has
looked thoroughly at Rome (tzelf, will feel g

eortain lmpregston come gtronely upon him that
his work iz imperfect as long as he keeps himaelf
the Hodrintle,  Tusen-

on the westorn slde of
@ great gain to collect and bring together, as
Dodwell i, Grees amd Itallan examples of
Tt would be a greater gain =il
to bring together a8 many examples ns possible
of the same Kind from all parts of the warld,
The critleal fngquirer, the votnry of ' the com-
parative method, will be strengthenssd in Bis e
searchos by secfng how, In the art of bullding,
us in evervihing <lse, ke cffects spring from
like causes That js to say, the traveller has
used his exves In prehistovte Raly and prehistorie
Crevee to observe those phenomens which show
how difficult problems v arclent bulldings wers
solved in practieally the same way by races tha

may have known nothing of vach other, There
are pages also where one mny sec how  the
author of the unfinighed “Histor o of Seliy” amd

of “Federnllem®” has put bnoa notshel! thoughits

whivh In those works are  developed into
chapters. He bringa out vividly the contrast
between the polities of Fastern G with ji=
shigle ity commonwonlth amd thss of Westerg

Greece with s comparat®yvels lnree confedern

MADAME JUNOT'S MEMOIRS. |

A HANDSOME NEW HINTION.

THE AUVTORIGGRAPHY AND RECOLLECTIONS
OF  LAURN PUCHESS  0F  ARRANTER
IWhklaw of wril Junit. Four Volumes, with
Portralis ave, P, xvi, e v, 424 vl
. v New-York: Charle Seribner's
Hons, 184l

Napolean, whn  had a very pasr apinkin af
women. s nevertheless indebted to twn ol them
for minuie pursonal portrans, which rve hing ad.
mirably with posterity. Tt Is teae that by degroes

Mme, de Remusa: finds herself in radieal disagren-
mept with the confiding attituds maintained alwayn
by Mme, Junot; but these two writers,  holiding
diverse views, supplement ench othor and bwetwesn

them provide an invaluabilde mass of data for those
who can make from it the requisite dedactions
Mme. de Hemusat's aisfilizlonment 10 o0 inatter
wl familiar record Se alsa ls Mme. Junot's uns
swerving faltys in the chief personage of her time,
Prevotion to her husbiand might have influenee v,
Fiven wher  in semisddsgrace,  Junot  apg 10
have retaled the® gosd vl of ajiralenst The
Iatter, too, was genrrous ot thoes to Mo Junot
hetself, Fut it was In her nature to b dazaler,
for It was a natore anything but  profonnd or
phfosoptile, and 12 was an entlrely artles < devation
that expressed Beclf b such o deelaration as that
in the third volume of her memoirs: “Hverything
was wonderful In that womderful  an, Whole

fnre expr wuidd {n the pasosige In which Mno
Junot Lriefly desoribes the agltation in ler famlly
elecls upon the of Generil DBonae
prarte's unexpectsd pettien from the Epyptian cam.
palgn, They were playving “litodanphin,” n g
In which a litile bag of balls Is used, The writer's
brother suddenly entersd the room, ol atter hans

v lirmes

nnnounesment

ny them about soeme mysterbos news e hnd
ought, news of which they trisd valnly to puess
the nnture, he said simply: “feonaparte 14 in

Mme. Junot prococds: “When my brother
witersd these last words the whole party seomed
struck motiontess, as If by o masle wand, My
mother, who had Just deawn a ball out of tie bag,
held her little hand ralsed dn the air, and the
bag having fallen down, the balls were rolling
about the carpet in every directlon without ex-
eiting the notlee of anyhody.  Every one sat as ir
petrified,” Mme, de Hemusat has borne testimony
to the apprehension which Napaleon insplred n
those with whom he cam# In contact, but Mme,
Junot, a less reflective observer s, frerhnps,
for that very reéason a  no  less  interesting
historian. She 1s nalvely photographie, and tells
simply what she saw, ruch comments as she
makes betraylng nelther Insight nor strong smo-
tlon,

Mme. Junot's pecullar domain Is that of so-
clal anecdote, of detalls at once trivial and im-
portant, ke the costume or habits of her |dol,
and there she maintaing the vitailty and Interest
with which she has attracted readers for many
years. She describes Napoleon, for example, as
“wery careless of his personal appearancs,” with
halr  “lll-combed and |ll-powdered," giving him
"the look of a sloven.” Thisx wax ahout the time
of the #th Thermidor, when he was content to
go about with "a shabby round hat drawn over his
forehead, and his Dl-powdersd hair hanging over
the collar of his gray greatcont, which afterward
hecame an eelebrated as the white plume of Henry
IV, without gloves, because he used o any they
were o useless lusury: with boots jil-made anid in-
blacked,” He was not only the yery nntithesgs
of the “Incrdyable™ of that era, bt was then, as
well as later, o man from whom none of the Hitle
urbunities of lfe was 1o be expocted  Upon one
of his vielts 1o the Pormon household (that af

France!'*

Mme. Jupot's mother) he brousht with him M
bouquet of viplels ane presented 1t to Mme, Per.
mon. ““Thin pleee of gallantry w i o o traordinary

o his part,' says Mme. Junot, “that we could not

It wax |

at it. He smiled, ton, and said: ‘T
suppose 1 make but a sorry cavillere servente'™
His remark was just, and Mme. Junot had fre-
quent experiences of his bearizshness, but they
seem never to have dampened the ardor of her
regard for him any more than did the reverses
in her fortunes late in his career To her he re-
mained semehow, after all deductions, the majestie
Alsxandsr, “a thousand cubits above the appre-
hension of danger,’ and she retains the note of
regpeet even In drawing him in hls moments of
complete retaxation, as below, In an account of
incidents at Malmalson. “When he was in good
humor, the weather fine, and he had a few minutes
lefsure from the labor which even at that time Was
kitling him, he would play at barriers with us. He
choated us, would throw ns down, or come upon us
without eryving, ‘barre!’ Bul these tricks were only
caleniated to ralse a Inugh. His coat was onh
such occasions lall aside, and he ran like a hare,
or, rather, llke the gazelle, which he would feed
with & boxful of tobaceo, and tell her to run after
us, and the tormenting animal tore o?r cl;lthps.
Ahmes o . One fine day after dinner
E?".:‘iﬂmﬂ; l:lert I:E’pln;'nnl barriers!” Off went
his cont, und the next moment the conqueror of
the world was racing like a schoolboy. Thus he
romped with the young MHalcombe girls, when his
career had ended In the gnominy of 85t. Helena.
The individuality of Nupoleon perviades the four
stout volumes in which Mme, Junaot's recollections

1 1. but the pages ahound in anecdotes
il i iR \ anecilotes of which

help smiling

Invalving  other personages,
¢ W tation st this lnte day, like
Ny T :|u;;1“ i’mrwtlmr £hell that took

thut of .Junot and
the place of a sand-box, which is one of his chief

warrants for figuring In history. Mme, dunot sue-
cosalea] fn eelebrating her husband very thoroughly
without any serious violation af taste, and the
portrelt of his ebullient personality is one of her
hapiplest efforts, s

1t ha= long been agresl that for murr-hlng ol
soclety I her time Mme, Junot’s “Memolrs® are
among the most serviceable books extant.  This
w editlon 18 well made, 1= tolerably well st rinted
anil will extend the popularity the memoirs already

onjoy,

LITERARY NOTES.

Although not a sheet of the aplendld edition of
il'h:uu'nr which William Morris has in hand s yet
printed, the eheht vellum eoples promised have nl-
{ reacdy been solil at something over £ cach. Aleo
| mearly half of the 300 coples on hand-made paper
|I<..\v-ll-- n wubseribed for Mr. Durne-Jones hag
fndshed o number of the drawings which he Is to
' contribite to the wdition, and hopes to produce ons
more every week until his tasi s endad. Mr. Mors

ris Wimseolf I8 at work upen the full-page borders.

The wickeiness of printing cheap anil ugly books
was Imntely enlarged upon by Mr. Morrts In & Lon.
don eeture He oven deeclared himeelf hostlie to
N beentise it was he who was Lhe first to jesus
"-n--.-;p literature, Ho fur as the printing of books

in very small type goes crithelsm can hardiy be
govers,  Knowledge acquired at the cost of
| steain to the sight i8 too dearly pald for.

An amusing story is told of an inenjtured mars
inor'a views on Mr. Stedman's critien] essays. One
v glven to the sea dog to read In
mil-ocenn  Por ek of samething better to do, hs
ardesernded 1o wade through ft, and then this
el betwaen the martner and the coms
“Well, this man Sied-
of

| erye

of the latter w

ehlloginy. #n
poanta, who tells the tale
mean wesms to have a pretty big notion of some

| those postr ™

“Yor, he haw'

“f wonder why,

bl

“Of, that accounts for it

14 he a ponst himaslf "

11a'd be wges 1o prajes
swim with "em”

* he's In the

the others "catise
The Foglish prose verslon of Dante, which i=
| mow in the pre « the work of the lHon. W. W,
\ o who las made Dante the stndy of his 1ife.

the late Lord Vernon, e sald to huve
e for Dante literature than any molern

Tralian ha He spent lnrge sums of money In
Promiting vorthy edithon of the post's works
il ohtwindng teansintiins nto fallan of the
Latin eammentators on the “LHyin Cotmeding

rated that Falzae's Bugenl: Grandet

I live In the reality
and to suvh an extent
of buttons they

to b
he mays

#im
e,

wmil periect]s
ol my char
that 1 ooombl count the
have on thelr coats ™
e who Knows mwen well says thet he has no
Inthmate friemda, that the only person who has
any authority over him 18 his wife. He has o high

panden of women, aml @ very poor one of men
Ples ilowemp’t vare ta cfignge In o crusiide of soclal
changes. b am a spectator, aod no nore,’t he
By,

What has become of the book of the Author's
Club ! 1t has been heeatisd and heralded, but it
does ot appear. I 0t bockuse some lotus-eating
writer author haus rebelled against the labor of
aiMxing hix signature to all the shoets? One who

haes seenr the il the Litter moke has bovn appaliod
by the task they hold out toothe contributor to this
gnlden ook

The barge amd corlous philologicel library of the
Ity Prinee Luclen Bonapagte is soon to come nto
the muorket. It numbers about 2 The
Frince eoarly  determined make a collvetion of
works whiclh would represent not only evity writ-
tonr lansueee gn the workl, but their connectlon
one with apother, and wlso thedr diatectal varlotios;

ok valumes

arel e was able oo larce extent o earty out this
aleas Hao oollvetion inofudes o sy ten of every
PFinglish diglect, s usund plan o woas w0 gt the
vapel of St Mutthew of the Song of Solomon

L tratdated anto the difterent Jdialects by B NS,

Me Marlon Crawford has written for “Sorihnee
u serles of pletupesat rilcien on the city of Cons
stantinople. The readers of “Paul PFawof™  know
how intimate I8 Mr. Crawford's noqualntance with
that Fastern towa

_——

The author who, under the name of *“Ada Chnis
hrtdge,' had publisbied severul elover novels— A
Latths Ming™ helng one of them—Is the wife of e
Auatrallnn clergyman, and her troe name is Mrsa,

irnss

Heve Is a story Intely ol by Mr. Hall Calpe Comn-
coeriing Wilkle Colllng!  *"Fhe most suceessinl ol
acter in "The Woman in White' was not n woman®
but w man- Fosca, the fat villaln, When the book
wis produeed  everybody  was talking about the
tat villain,  Whilst the author was staying with
his mother, o ldy visitor came,  This lady sald
to Colline:

“oyon seem to have made A great sucesss with
your villain In “The Woman In White.” 1§ have
read the hook, T have studied this villain, But he
ia not half a villaln; you don’t know a real villain;
vou have imagined this villain. I know a villain,
and the next time you want to do a villaln, come
to me. 1 am very close to one; I have got one con-
stantly ln my eye—In fact, it Is my awn husband!'

wWilkie Collins often told this story, but withheld
the name of the lady. It was the wife of Sir Ed.
ward Bulwer Lytton'

Mr. Hamlin Garland, whose “barbaric yawp" In
pralse of the Great Western Literature Iately
gnunded over the roofe of the world, Is reminded
by an English eritic that “to strive and ery after
orlginality 18 not 1o be original "

The house in IHandford Square, London, in which
George Eliot wrote “Homola' 1= 1o be demolished
o glve space for the erection of a rallway station

The laurcate crown of England is st reposing in

jta bamilox. ared wll the lesser lghts of poetey con
hanker about Jt Mro Alired  Austin's

tinie  T0 b
porm, AL Pelphl’ would seom to imply a good
deal of cortalnty s to his deservings Therein he

professes 10 have hesitated  about erowning  his
head with the fndigenons Luarel lest he should coure
e fute af M nd, bt ig comiboldensd by the vojes
of the god ansuring him that there is no i feeling-
Take ' wear H' ‘tis for thee,
Binger from the Northern Sei.

flove

1t I8 now
and her fathes were peal persontiges. the orfginal
the Tattor o o eoaper pated Mivelot. Mile,
Mivelot, the Fugenle of the nove marrisd after |
fer father's death, 8 Monsiear Miliin de Granid-
* N atson.  Having o children, shes 1w young
fattan of het hasbored, wnd this o =ity
| Voo M METIS de Grandmsison who was lately
elretin] ‘10 the Freneh Chur ol [reniities, as the
wember for Malne ot Lo
Al Phe many Corlstinas booke no new Hluss
emted wdition of Pue has thus far red, T
pubite hed tiv bieen matisfled
ks for Haven™ and the
Kivl nthosdo am Hipess | t
e it an eMorl was e too jlldatrate thie
st unlqoe dnd maginative of Amecician posts
Mro Viedder's vein (s sufftcient weird for Liim to
Attorpt 6 bt I he will not. then Iops In Francs,
| Khnopm In Nelginm or Ricksiis in Englamd rould
ptodinee a oot accompuniment 1o the porma
It is sabl thiat Dhsen reads very il he dde-
it tlint e “will not be draown away T
§ #Rit H hns  teen afrald ! the Jwig
Y rarid UParislans” he sabl are so refined that
it 1= wtrangs they should take any iInterest in
my  works" He dorsn't anle=stuml why they
houbd todulge i pallesuphical  specilations con-
wrning his felicitious personages who ars very real

THE BURMAN.

HE I8 DOOMED TO EXTINCTION,

UNENVIABLE LOT OF THE WOMEN OF BURMARI
—SEEKING FOREIGN MARRIAGES-THE
PURE BLOOD DISAPPEARING.

The standard of a nation's greatness, it has
been sald, is the esteem in which it holds fts
women; and there is doubtless no small amount
of justice in the statement. Historlans have
polnted out that the golden age of the far
Eastern empires was when the women of India
ware fres, and ranked, socially and intellectu-
ally, at par with their brothers; and that the
decadence of those nations dates from the
time when they began to seclude their women
and esteem them inferlor to men. The present
duy, at any rate, offers one striking example
of & natlon, once one of the most powerful
ana most splendid in Asia, actually passing
ot of existence, or being merged and lost In
alien races, directly because of the ill treat-
ment given to lte women under Its social and
religioun systems.

This nation is that of Burmah, Of its old-
time glorles thers I8 no need to speak. The
land i8 coversd with monuments of a high
and powerful civilization, and no land Is better
gitted to be the home thereof. Nowhere are
the conditiond of lfe easier The climate is
genlal, the soil 1s rich beyond deseription. The
minimum of toll gives the maximum of re-
The opportunities of achlevement are
vast and Inpumerable.  In former centuries
they were improved.  But to-day the Burman Is
the incarnation of happy-go-lucky indolence,
anid Is dreaming himself away Into extinction,
e still, it {8 true, possesses elements of dis-
tinetion, both physical and Intellectual. Savs
a recent observer, Mr. . H., Le Malstre, In
“The Asiatic Quarterly Review': “"He |3 the
prince of easy-going fellows. Short In stature,
the Burman possesses a sinewy and well-knjt
frame, and earries himself proudly. He n-
herfts the chief characteristics of his Mongo-
lun ancestrv—eyes slightly obilque, a yellow-
brown complexion, a broad, flat nose, and an
atmost beardless face,  He s gifted with con-
slderable intelligence, and I8 often  extremely
witty,  Llke most casy-going men, he s a
pleasant companion, and s troubled by no
caste prejudices to mar the harmony of inter-
conrse  between Furopeans and Asiaties,  He
Is of an extremely generous disposition, and
epends lirge sums of money on pagodas, or
other religious edifiees, the erection of which
he hopes will bring him a rich reward in a
future state,  The cares of Hie =it lightly on
Wim. #and lie bears reverses of fortune with
the calmpess and fortitile of a stole, In his
persan he 18 clean and neat, and, when he
can alford 1, 18 always smarctly dressed. To
his womd aqnallties must be added that of so-
birlety drunkenness In o Burman I8 quite ex-
Burmese race are in-
amokers, some think this moderation
the more remarkable.  The Durman, how-
hits his faults—fanlta so great that when
webighed aealnst lis good qualities the balance
unforMminately inelines to the wrong side, He
i€ the most conceited and self-satisfled of men;
vl any attempt to eonvinee him that his pride
in himself was not altogether justiftable would
he ners waste of time,  He |2 Intensely Indo-
lent, and quite unable to appreclate the value
i reallge the necessity of perseverance, Pain,
amd even death, he will face with great calme-
ness of courpge; but he s intolerant of all dis-
elpline, and makes but an indifferent
Fhee §2 fond of gambling, and spends his
money very fresdy, for of thrift he Fag but the
barest conception,  Driven by the greed and
dishonesty of his own otolals In the past (o
practise dishonesty in all the ordinary affairs
of life, decvit has become, 0 a oertain ex-
tent, # habit, and he petains but little genuine
of truth for ity own sake, He s supersii-
and often cruel in the exteeme, In splte

humanizing doctrines of the Buddhist

Wornan he consblors a mere slave, born

sulta

ceptional, and, us the
veterite
nll

o anl-

iker

Homs

of the
oresd,
to mibndster to his wants, and a8 such he treats
hey Aud, becanse of this fact, snd because
the Burman woman has begun to Y oalize what
it means, the roce seems doomoed fo disappear

THANSUVORMATION OF WOMEN,

The Burtiar believes that belfore & woumnan
even asplre to reach Nirvana—that mes-
merie tenee or state of bilssful unconscios-
ness which is the longed-for gual of all true fal-
s of Buildha—she must be transformed Into
A man i some futude existence. This natur-
ally lends him teo regard woman as a being
viastly Inferfor to himeelf: and this Inferiority
as been =0 fmpressed upon the Burmese woiman
that it has grown into a profound superstition,
evidences of which be traved in many
of customs  prevalent in that  provinee.
A wonan  must not the shadow of a
pagoda or of & man, and It I8 no unconunon
gocurrence to see A woman move out of her
to avold the commission of this great
sin.  This is but an Instance of the humiliating
restriotiong  which  the submissive nature of
the HBurmese woman has enabled the men of
her ruce enforee upon her, and the non-
observanee of which she considera certain to
draw upon her some great calamity or to re-
tarl her progress to Nirvana, The spread of
Western vivilization 1s. however, raplily under-
mintng this bellef of the woman in her sup-
posed inferlopity, but the Burman does not ape-
penr Hkely o accommodiate himself to any new
arider of  thimges. e to the
bekbone; his conviotlon (hat the proper place
for womsn I8 at his feet Is deep-ropted and not
to be ensily disturbed; and her efforts to free
herself from this degrading positlon he regards
as altmgether unreasonable and unbecoming,

Can

Tay

the
CroRe

pisth

Lo

is conservative

THELR FRED0M

Although held in no great estesm by the men
of thelr race, the women of Burmah have much
for which they should be thankiul, and ave by no
menns (it subjects for pity, They certiainly lead
a Nfe of toil: but otherwise they are free to
plegsme themsslves in post things; free to breathe
the pure afr of heaven, o gt of nature, it s
true, Lut one which s denied to milllons of
thelr  less  fortunate Fastern sisters.  Their
power for good or evil ls considernble; for.in a
couttey where the indolent amd happy-go-lneky
temperament of the men has thrust the busi-
ness aml burden of lfe Inty the hands of the
WOman It is bat natural that the influence of
the wife in her household should be practically
Irrestible, Rearcd In a hard sehool, the Burmesse
are exeellont women of business, and n® con-
tractors, rles merchants, or saleswomen in the
bagaar they have few equals. They are ex-
ceodingly  fond of amusement Inoany  form;
they are great smokers, and, ke thelr sex all
the world over, they adore jewelry and dress,
Thelr halr’ 8 of luxurlunt growth, and {8 worn
In a massive knot or voll at the top of the
head, Thelr complexion varles from a pale
clive to the deepest hrown. They have bright,
dark eyes, and, though possessing no claim to
actual beauty, there |s about the better class of
Burmese women a certaln comellness which,
added to n lively and good-natured disposition,
I$ by no means without its attractions. In the
fholce of hushands the women of Burmah have
Ong enjoyed great freedom. Divorce under the
anclent lawa of the country was easlly ob-
!ramed‘ and enuld never be actually refused,
1!10 folly of attempting to force the Inclinations
of a daughter, under such soclal conditions, Is
?:w':\ém‘%n;lizn A Burmese girl is generally al-

s¢ herse . imporiant
of marriage reelf in the impo matter
INVOLENCE AND SPLPINDULGENCE

The exemiption hitherto enjoved by the Bur-
man from any active participation in the great
Struggle for existence has naturally not been
without its drawbacks. 1t has doveloped habits
of Indolenes apg self-induigence which toetally
unfit him for competition with more advanced
races,  Bo long as clrcumstances cianbled him
te vetaln hig countey for himself to the exclusion
of forelgners I any number, this want of
enterprise affected him In no appreclatile degree;
f"li l[It-' suldden Influx of natives from India
a‘rld Chinig, which on the overthrow of King
Theebaw  wan the natural sequence to  the
eatablishment of Beitish pule, has deatvoyed this
status, and bas introdueed a large element of

forelgn competition into the country. ‘This
allen element Is Increasing at & rapld rate, and
will continue to do so; for the conversion of
the present deficit in the revenues of the coun=
try Into a healthy surplus ds very largely
on the promptitude with jch agriculturists

can be found to take up the numerous acres |

of rich land which are lylng waste in different
parts of the province. Immigration—the only
apeedy method of bringing about the desired re-
sult—is now e ng the attention of the Govs
ernment of India, and Is likely to meet with
ey encouragement at their hands, Compe-
titlbn in all branches of trade must in the
course of the next fow years recelve a great
stimulus; and this, though an excellent tnln:
;or the coffers of the Indlan Government an
or the empire at large, Is certain to tell heavily
ﬁamm-t the indolent and lethargle Burman.

e probabllity of his being able to hold his
own Is small.  His descent in the seale of life
}s practically inevitable, while the exceptional
mm enjoyed by the women in their cholce
;;“ usbandg—to which reference has already

n made—combined with the total absence of
caste prejudices or restrictions In the matter of
marriage with foreigners must prove g poweps
ful factor In hastening the ultimate disappeare
ance of the purely Burmese race.

'MONEY AND MATRIMONY,

For years past the Burman has derived al! the
pleasure out of life that a state of semi-civiliza-
tion can offer, while his wife—in reality little
better than a slave—has been compelled to toll
for him and to do work with her hands that
nature intended should fall to the man's share,
A8 might be expected, such conditions of life
have been conduciva to the development of strong
passion for material progperity; and in the Bur-
mese women of the present day the hankering
after gold—that passport to a life of ease—ig
abnormally great. One of the immediate conse=
fuences of this is that  In the chofee of huse
bands mercenary motives prevall; mere money
value carries great weight; and, as the average
Burmese girl is without prejudice of race op
creed, the preference I8 often given to the man
best endowed with the goods of this world,
Alleng are now settling in all parts of the
country, and as they are almost Invariably bete '
ter able to malntain thelr wives than Burmans
of the eame class, It very frequently happens
l_hu.: Burmese sultors ares quietly  discarded
when any of the former enter the field agalnst
'Ihl."m. These aliens, on thelr part, are quite
.|I|\_-s to the value of Burmese women, and
have shown themselves vory ready to sesk them
in marriage. It Is true that this is with them
more or less a case of Hebson's cholee, Emi=
grants, whether from India or China, are very'
rarely aceompanied by their wives, and as, in |
congequence, the number of alien women in the
country {8 not large, the cholee of wives s :
practically Umited to women of Burmese, or, at ]
any rate, of partly Burmese natlonality, Mixed s
marriages have become exceedingly numerous
and the women of Burmah are beginning u;
recognize the fact that, hesidea being more pros- L
perous, Lhese aliens treat them with far greater -
kinidness and consideration than do the men of
thelr own race—a discovery which of [teslf
must tend to Increase the number of such mar- *
viages. The Burman knows these Influences to
be at work, He 3eps the best and fairest of his:
women bacome the happy and contented bridea - "
;
:
)

of enterprising forelgners, but he ¢ ‘
indolent to make an cffort 1o lwlg'h!?a:;:: l:nfl'
avert the extinctlon of his race. Thus the dif-
fleulty of obtalning suitigble partners of pure
descent for his children must grow greater each
vear, and only time is required for the pll‘;’ll
Burman to disappear altogether, and for his ]
place to be taken by a rice in whose veins the i
blood of the Chinaman and of the native of '
Indid Wil mingle with his nwn,

—————
POEMS BY NORMAN GALF.

From his new hook “Orchard Songs."
TO DORA,

l".-d_'ld's merey. Dora, what's a Kkiss,
That yvou should whimper |ike a chitd?
A mald was ne'er so coy as this,
Tlfl\rw-':l‘nila:rkl never was so wild,
fhere went, ' faith, no nicgard pine /
You lttle, becking, sweethtil fncht !

Came, loveliness, 'tis but the task ]
Of mating Cuph's red to red: ;
A rosebus] tonuch s all 1 ask. i
SEArt g, dear nun, this shining head!
There! see how gzood w thing It (g '
God's mercy, Dora, what's o kiss?
PARTING, .

Why, love, don't weep!
Our joy was, long,
Sweel twenty yeirs
Of smile and song.
I shall but wait,
Asleep, aslerp,
For vou 1o come—
Why, love, don't weep!

Why, Jove, don't weep!
The end = this;
T4 comes a bonund
spevch and  Kiss;
For joy ke ours
The price I8 cheap—
Swert twenty years:
Why, love, don't wecp!

o —

NORTH WIND AT NIGHT. .

Good 1 18 when Northern winds come blowing froms
the jee and bear,

Fhouting round the shaking steeple till the opal
sturs can hear:

Good It 18 o shifting dusks to feel the polap
thunder-fall, e

Lashing at the weary forehend with ts knote
of biting hall!

Hurrleanes that blow the foxes over leaguss
toward their prey

Roa rln.p;I siugas of the leobergs, songs of baby seals
at play!

Hurrleanes with ghostly chorus of the Norsemen
rim anid sark,

Hurling oaths at glant foemen hacking furfous im
the dark!®

In the lulls between the wrangle of the tempest
and the floe

Swoeet It I8 o fancy

Esquimaux;
Spesding, warm at heart, across the level purity

of plaln,
Love bepeath his furs as constant as beneath the

ice the main!
O, T joy to hear the sinews of the god of Northern

love-songs of the patient

ast
'raekle as his fingers fasten on the ley hilt and |
vast! '
Rushing over wold and valley, dusky dells and upe
lands bleak, !
Iow he Mings his frozen gauntlet at the challenge 1
of my cheek!
Tha' he dash the dew about me from the blooms
af other stars, t
Pansies from the lap of Venus, speary rushes
down from Mars,
Maore | love his gusty onset than the woman-breese
thiut brings
Seent of harems and the radlant Perslan roses on
his wings!
Northiand god, yvour tears of fury drive upon my
freshened  cheeks,
While the rosdside
agony aml ereak
As we wrestle at the
and haml to hand,
Care and pain depart
friendly land!

I.I:-_.m-h above me writhes I
midnight, breast to breast
ke swallows lifting to &

s
PROMPTLY DuNE}

From The Manchester Times,

The “ilistorical Records of the 431 Light Ine
faniry,” that famouz regiment which played a most
important purt in Knglish warfare durlng the last
guarter of the elghteenth century and the early ?urt
of the ninetestuth, contains a stirring inecldent of:
prompt action whfc'h averted o tragedy.

Worn out with hard march, the brigade nnder
Captain Lloyd approached the convent at Henevents,
where the cavalry and reserve still remainsd, hop=
ing for shelter, They were disappolintsl.  The con- 4
vent was occupled by several thousand Infantry,
anid the lower galleries were so densely packesd with
the horses of eavalry and artillery tha rus hard-

Iy possible for 2 man to make his way among them.
wo of the officers stood looking In at the dublous
prospect through the single door that gave Ingress
and vgreas. A sudden cry of alarm burst from the
lips of one. “Look there!” he cried, pointing wv}
the backs of the horses. At that moment one of
the Inslde wooden shutters burst into flame. Hors
rified, the officers looked at the burning shutter, "
realized the hopelessness of the situation. It woul
he impossible to get the 6,00 men and horses out,
and they must stand by and see their comrad
rish miserably. There was no water near, and
hers wers, how get at the fire through those denses

Iy _erowded horses? "fm
Captaie And then, with a m:trtloil .
h g ul:lmvlnp.?rcn
shutter, tore it from Ita hinges and plteh'a it gn:

ecrept upward toward the

“@ood heavena! snrmthlu must be done'”

Captain Llovd. to those
to be qulet, the brave ust In lea o

the back of the nearsst horse, an

back to back of the animals, ran

the window. Then he made his way back to the

door in the same way as befare.

8o qulekly was the act nperformed ll;a even the
horses were scarcely disturbed. The bullding was
naved asﬂ there was no panic, which wunl?!‘u\‘
been ap disastrous as the flames, Tha Captain’'s
brows apnd mustache were seorched, but lﬂ.c m'ﬁ ,
“And they'll grow again,” he sald, with a lsugh. .
- -—— .

BERNUARUT'S THEATRE,

Parls Letter in The London Standard, .

Mme, Sarah Bernhardt's theatre |s to he a model
house, 1t I8 not only sumptuously fuepished, but
lh»‘rlﬂ-'lln are o be enabied to secure soats before=
hand without paying the supplem ry Tee, o nt
ing In mogt French thwalres to a much as (wo
francs, The box and cloak room attendants are not
to be allowed to take any :a-uuum. a¥-they are
lmr.l by the minagement, vinlution of this rule
wlll be visited by Immediate dismisssl, The ﬂlt}ﬂl
" to be completely suppressed, together with the
r‘vrliul'. The actors will therefore not only hnve
0 know their fmrtn thoroughly well. but will also
have to depend entirely on the publie for the =n-
mﬂm;ia& appliuse which is furnished In all Othe®
F eatres by hired handa




